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FREE YOUTH CENTER
Vidin, Bulgaria
SHORT PESENTATION

The Free Youth Center (FYC) is a non-governmental and non-profit organization working in the sphere of informal education of children and young people from the city of Vidin and Northwest Bulgaria. The organization was registered under the Bulgarian law in February 1997. 

Mission

To support personal development of young people as free citizens of a democratic society by participation in educational and community-orientated activities.

Programs

Youth Leadership and Volunteering

· Volunteers preparation through training and practice;

· Work of Vidin Youth City Council – annually elected structure which implements youth initiatives on a city level;

· Youth public debates organizing in different topics;

· Development of advocacy campaigns; 

· Youth and community volunteering development;

· Development of local youth policy.

InterFace program

· Fight against any kind of discrimination (ethical, gender, religious, sexual);

· Development of youth interethnic collaboration between Roma (Gypsy) – Bulgarian with a focus on tolerance building;

· Development of a youth center in the Vidin Roma neighborhood.

Chance program

· Development of socialization activities for marginalized children and youth (Roma, drop-outs, orphans from institutions) using approaches like BBBS program;

· Development a program and center for work with drop-outs in Vidin; 

· Providing vocational education courses including also distance learning;

· Promotion of apprenticeship and other practical forms of vocational education;

· Development a program for prevention of drugs addiction. 

Youth Bridges Program

· Providing youth information through EuroDesk (European youth information network);

· Organizing of youth exchanges between Bulgaria and other European countries; 

· Development of euroregional projects (Bulgaria – Serbia – Romania) and Balkan youth collaboration;

· Hosting foreign volunteers from US Peace Corps and European Voluntary Service;

· Development of Internet sites and others tools for access to youth information.

Free Youth Center donors
European Commission – PHARE, Socrates and Youth programs, Open Society Institute – New York, Embassy of the United States in Bulgaria, Embassy of the Netherlands, Interklulturales Centrum - Vienna, United Nations Development Program, Ministry of Labor and Social Policy, Ministry of Youth and Sport, BCAF, Council of Europe, National Democratic Institute (USA), etc.

Membership in different organizations and networks:
· Danube Euroregional Civil Forum – Consortium of Bulgarian, Romanian and Serbian NGOs.  Currently FYC has the chairmanship of the Forum; 
· YouthNet – Network of youth and people who work with youth organization in Southeastern Europe.  FYC is among the organizations that established the network;
· EuroDesk – Youth information network of the European Union. FYC is the representative for Vidin by the decision of the Ministry of Youth and Sport. 

Publications

· “Second Chance” (collection) – 2001;

· “Second Chance for the Orphaned Children” (collection) – 2002;

· “Nine Themes about Human Rights” (activities kit) – 2004;

· CD ROMa – compact disk with traditions of local Roma community – 2005.
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